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Plain Reaſons, Kc. | 


OR as much, as ſome of the Church 
bl of England lay on Diſſenters the 
heavy Charge of Schiſ/m, and many 
of them know not how to clear 
ESC, themſelves of that Charge : The 
JAE | following Pages are deſign'd, 

— 1. To inform the more moderate 
of our Brethren in the Church of England, That we do 
not diſſent from their Church out of Stubbornneſs, 
or becauſe we love Contention ; but from a tender 
Conſcience, willing to keep the Ordinances, as well 
as the Doctrines of Jesus CuRkIsT * and intire; not 
daring to add to them, or diminiſh any Thing from 
them, under any Pretence whatſoever. 

2. To furniſh well-meaning Diſſenters with plain 
Reaſons for their common Practice: For we would 
have none go on Blindfold in Chriſtianity, or take 
up a Profeſſion among Diſſenters, becauſe their Fa- 
thers went before them in that Way, as if it were a 
Crime to ſtep out of their Path: But we believe, that 
as every One ought to be ready to give a Rea ſon of the 
Hope that us in them; ſo they ſhould be ready to give a 
Reaſon of their Practice, in religious Matters: For 
every One ſhould be well perſuaded in their own 
Mind, that what they do may be done in Faith; fer 
2hatſoever f not of Faith, is Sin. He that takes up any 
Profeſſion, be it never ſo good, only from Education, 
without examining it in every Part, is never like ig 
pe a «{zful, it ever he be a true Chrillian, 
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Part I. 


Containing Ten Reaſons for Diſſenting from the 
Church. 


REASON I. 


E diſſent from the Church of England, becauſe 
oe do not look upon it to be fo pure a 
Church as ſome others are. 

Ir any, by the Church of England, do underſtand 
the Whole Nation, we declare we know no ſuch 
Church. But if any take the Church of England for 
particular Pariſh Aſſemblies, or Congregations, then 
we do not ſay but ſome of them may be true Chur- 
ches, tho* they may be defective in Doctrine and 
Diſcipline; (for a Man that hath loſt his Hands to 
work, and his Feet to walk, and his Eyes to ſee, 
is a true Man, tho' defective;) and yet, we think, we 
have ſufficient Warrant for our Practice in diſſenting 
from them. For we do for our Souls, as they and 
we do for our Bodies: If we are ſick, we chooſe out 
a skilful Phyſician ; leſt he kills, inſtead of curing, us. 
When we want Food, we take care to buy that which 
is wholſome, ſuch as will nouriſh us. If we remove 
our Habitation, we chooſe out a good wholſome Air; 
not an unhealthy, ſickly Place. If we change our 
Servants, we ſeek others that are skilful, faithful and 
diligent; not ſuch as are either ignorant of their 
Work, or lazy in it; or ſuch as care for nothing 
but their Wages : Then can any blame us, if we take 
a much care of our Souls, which are of more value? 
When many ſpeak of the Church of England, they . 
think of nothing elſe but the Place of divine Wor- 
ſkip; and they are ſtrengthen'd in this Error, by 
the induſtrious Prieſteraft of deſigning Men: For 
they know that the Greek Word, ſo often uſed for 


Church in the New Teſtament | always ſignifies rhe 
7 . People 
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People met together, not the Place where they meet, 
Act xiv. 27. 1 Cor. xiv. 23. But their Deſign here- 
in, is to make the unthinking People believe, that 
if they leave that Place, they leave the Church of 
Gov. 

Bor the Place of Worſhip | call'd the Church] 

1. Cannot be the Church which Cur ISI pur- 
chaſed with his own Blood, and which Miniſters are 
charged to feed. Act. xx. 28. | 

2. Ir cannot be the Church that brought the 
Apoſtle on in his Way, Adds xv. 3. ) 

3. Ir cannot be the Church in an Houſe, 1 Cor. 
xvi. 19. | . 

4. Ir cannot be the Church that was to be ſpoken 
to, and that was to ſpeak to others, Mat. xviii. 17. 

5. Ir cannot be that Church, which is ſaid to be 
the Body of Chriſt, and of which Je Chriſt is the 
Head, Col. 1. 24. | 


2. War then is the Cburcb? 


A. Tus Viſible Church is a Congregation of 
* faithful Men, met together to worſhip God, in 
* which the pure Word of Gow is preach'd, and 
** the Sacraments be duly miniſtred, according to 
* Cuar1sT's Ordinance, in all thoſe Things that of 
* Neceflity are requiſite to the ſame. ” 
(This is the XIXth Article of the Church of Eng- 
land.) Wherein obſerve, 

I. Tux Viſible Church is a Congregation ; there- 
fore not a Whole Nation : For when did the Church 
of England | \o conſider'd] meet together in one Con- 
gregation ? By their own Words, che Viſible Church 
|. muſt be no more than can meet regether ro worſhip 
Gov, in one Place, otherwiſe 'tis not a Congre- 
gation. 

II. Tun Article faith, It is a Congregation of 
faithful e Men, (i. e. of Belicvers in Cuxisr.) The 


Clergy know, whether, in this Matter, they act ac- 
| cording 
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cording to their Articles in admitting none to their 
Communion but the Faithful; or whether ſaying the 
Creed will not do : For fome that have been Ten 
Years Communicants in the Church of England, have 
declar'd, © That they knew not what Faith in 
« CyurisT meant; and that their Miniſter never 
«© ask'd them a Word about it; but only told them, 
c that they ſhou'd have ſo much Money each Time 
© they came there. | 

III. Ir is a Congregation where the pure Word of 
God is preach d. Here the Article affirms, That what 
they preach, mult be the pure Mord of God. Not an 
Oration of the excellent Conſtitution of their Church, 
or of Paſlive-Obedience, or an Exclamation againſt 
Schiſm, or a Diſcourſe of Morality, or only ex- 
claiming againſt ſuch Vices as the very Light of 
Nature condemns. 7 | 

Bur to preach the pure Word of God, is, to preach 
J:svs Curisrt, and Sinners Need of an Intereſt in 
Him, and of his Juſtifying Righteouſneſs, and to 
magnify the Riches of Divine Grace in Man's Salva- 
tion: It is to preach” the DoArines of Faith, Repen- 
tance, Regeneration and Sanctiſication, and the Neceſ- 
ſity of the Power of the Spirit of God, in order to all 
theſe. Theſe are the Doctrines that Diſſenters preach, 
and thus they preach moſt agreeable to rhe pure Word 
of God, and the XXXIX Articles of Religion : There- 
fore, tho* we are call'd Diſſenters, yet many, that 
keep in the Church of England, are Diſſenters more 
than we: For we diſſent only from indifferent Things 
(as they call them) but they diſſent from their own 
Articles of Faith. 

IV. Tur Sacraments muſt be duly Adminiſtred, ac- | 
cording to Chriſt s Ordinance. 

V. IN the eAdminiſtration of the Ordinances of Chriſt . 
there muſt be no unneceſſary Things impoſed on eMen, Of. 
theſe Two laſt after. | 

Bur by the Way, ſince the Article ſaith, That 
the pure Word of God muſt be preach d, it may not be 

= amiſs 
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amiſs here, to take a little Notice of the common 
Preachers of the Word in the Churches. 

Many Miniſters of the Church of England, are 
Men of great Learning and Parts; but, it ſeems, 
that the moſt of them have little enough, and yer 
have more than many of them make good Uſe of; 
you have their Picture drawn to the Life, and it 
would even afright a Chriſtian to behold it, tho 
drawn by a $skilful Hand. Biſhop Barnet, New Pref. 

, 6. [For whoſe Plainneſs, in expoſing their 
— and ſhameful Ignorance and Idleneſs, ſome 
of 3 Clergy curſe him bitterly.] His Words are 
theſe : | 
« Our Ember-Weeks are the, 

Grief and Burden of my Life : A... 1 
The much greater Part of thoſe | 
who come to be Ordain'd, are Ignorant to a De- 
gree not to be apprehended by thoſe who are nor 
oblig'd to know it: The eaſieſt part of Know- 
ledge, is that to which they are the greateſt Stran- 
gers; I mean the plaineſt Parts of the Scriptures, 
which they ſay, in excuſe of this Ignorance, that 
their Tutors in the Univerſity never mention d the 
Reading of them: So that they can give no Ac- 
count, or at leaſt but a very imperfect one, of 
the Contents, even of the Goſpels. Thoſe who 
© have Read ſome few Books, yet never ſeem to 
have Read the Scriptures: Many cannot give a 
* tolerable Account, even of the Catechiſm it ſelf, 
* how Short and Plain ſoever : They cry, and think 
„it a ſad Dilgrace to be deny'd Orders, tho' the 
cc . . 

Ignorance of ſome is ſuch, that in a well regula- 
© red dtate of Things, they would appear not know- 
* ing enough to be admitted to the Holy Sacra- 
ment; this does often tear my Heart. The 
* Caſe is not much better in many, who having 
cc . . 4 
„got into Orders, come for Inſtitution, and cannot 
C . . 

c make ir appear, that they have read the Scriptures, 
or any one good Book, ſince they were ordain d.“ 
« Thus far the Biſhop, | Ws 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
c«c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
c& 


(8) 


WE dare not truſt our Precious Souls with ſuch 
Guides: For how can they ſhew us the Way of 
Salvation, who cannot tell what the Goſpels con- 
tain? Inſtead of being Teachers of others, have 
need themſelves to be taughe which be the firſt Prin- 
ciples of the Oracles of Gop. O ſhameful! not know 
their Catechiſm, nor what the Goſpels contain! 
Have theſe been at the Univer/ity, and made a great 
Noiſe of taking their Degree, and after this need to 
be ſent back to their School-Dames ! Well, for Fear 
of Diſgrace, in being dem d Orders, the Biſhop 
faith, they cry. O rare Hectors! Are thoſe the Men 
that lead our Gentry, as well as the common Peo- 
ple by the Noſe ! It wou'd be the Nation's Mercy 
to have a due Senſe of this Diſeaſe. If the Blind 
lead the Blind, both are like to fall into the Ditch. I 
think we may apply that Complaint of Goo, b 
the Prophet, to theſe poor dark Souls, J. lvi. 10, 11. 
His Watchmen are blind, they are ignorant, they are Sbep- 
herds that cannot underſtand. Are thele like to feed 
the People of Gop with Knowledge and Underſtand- 


ing? 
Obj. Our Tutors never bid us read the Scriptures. 


A. War Tutors are here! If there is ſo little 
Religion at the Fountain, no wonder we have ſo lit- 
tle at the Streams. If their Tutors did not put them 
upon Reading the Scriptures, if they had had any 
Love to the Word of Gov in their Hearts, they 
would not have been ſuch Strangers to the Ward of 
Gor. If they themſelves have not made Food of 
the Word of Gop, they are not like ro do much 
Good at Preaching, Ezek. iii. 1. Son of Man, eat this 
Roll, and go ſpeak to the Houſe of Iirael. | 

Bur * theſe were all very learned Men 
(which cannot be granted) yet they have little Need 
of it, provided they can read right: for all have 
their Prayers made for them, and many of them 
their Sermons too. | ( WE 
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Wx honour human Learning much; but. we do 
not count him the beſt Miniſter that hath the great- 
eſt Stock of that; but the Man who, with it, hath 
moſt. Grace and ſpiritual Experience; who preaches 
Jes vs Cuarisr, and whoſe Miniſtry Gop moſt 
owns for the Converſion of Sinners, and Building 
up Believers in their moſt, Holy Faith ; and who him- 
ſelf yes 84 Life. We believe that Miniſters had. 
better be defective in human Learning, than in che 
Grace of Gon; therefore, when we choole a Pa- 
ſtor, we- do not enquire, Who ordain'd him? Or, 
What Garments does he wear? But, What Doctrines 
does he preach ? What Life does he live ? And, Are 
there any Signs of G ov's ſending him? Not, Does 
he preach in the Church, or in a Barn? But, Whe- 
ther his Preaching be in Demonſtration, of the Spi- 
rit and of Power? 


REASON II. 


WE diſſent from the Church. of England, becauſe 
we cannot take the Common-Prayer-Book tor our Rule 
of Worſhip. 

I. Bzcavss it orders the Reading of much of 
the Apocrypha (inſtead of the pure Word of Gov) 
wherein are many Things very tabulous, and we think 
Untruths, Things that adminiſter Queſt ions, rather than 
godly Edifying, which is in Faith. 

2. Bxcavss it appoints all Perſons religiouſly 
to obſerve above an Hundred and Fifty Days in the 
Year, as Holy-Time, beſides all Sabbath Days. 

WI count the Sabbath of the Lo RD Honourable ; 
We alſo religiouſly obſerve Occaſional Days of Pray- 
er and Thankſgiving, but cannot bind ourſelves 
religiouſly to obſerve what we have no divine War- 
rant for ; But are rather forbid the touching of, Gal. 
IV. 9, 10, 11, But now, after that ye have known 
God, &c. how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly Ele + 
ments, whereunto ze deſire again to be in Bondage? Te 


obſerve Days and e Months, and Times and Years. I am 
B afraid 


(10) 

afraid of you, leaſt I have beſtow'd on you Labour in 
Vain, 
3. Becavsz thereby are impos'd on all Miniſters 
Forms of Prayers. If it be granted (as we think 
there is no Reaſon) that our Lord IEs VS CuRIST 
made a Form of Prayer for his Diſciples to be uſed 
Word for Word, without Alteration ; yet, by what 
Rule do any Men do ſo for others, and then impofe 
them upon them for their conſtant Uſe ? 

We have a Promiſe of the Spirit of Grace and of 
Supplications, Tech. xii. 10, But no Promiſe of the 
Help of the Spirit, to any Man or Men to make 


| Forms for others. 


Ir ſome uſe them in Sincerity, and can bring Gop 
no better, I believe Gop will accept them; but if 
we have a better Offering to bring, we muſt not 
offer that which coſt 2s Nothing. 

Ir we tye up ourſelves to Forms, how can we 
ſay with St. Paul, Rom. viii. 26. We know not what we 
ſhoald pray for as we ought? They that pray by a 
Book, know, to a Word, what they ſhould pray for : 
It they have their Book, Light, Sight, and Learn- 
ing enough to read it, they never need to be at a 
Loſs about the Matter. 

Wuar if ſome Miniſters need theſe Forms? Let 
ſuch Parſons uſe them, that cannot do without them: 
But why muſt ſtrong Men tye up their Legs, that 
they may uſe Stilts to? This is to neglect, and not to 
ſtir up the Gift of God that is in them, 2 Tim. i. 6. 

We never read, in all the Word of G 0D, of any 
ſuch Cuſtom, as Praying by Book ; tho* we read of 
the Prayers of Abraham, Facob, Fob, e Hoſes, Samuel, 
David, Solomon, Eliſha, Iſaiah, Hezekiah, Feremiah, 
Jonah, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, and of the Apoſtles, 

Dorn an hungry or ſtarving Man want a Form 
before him, to tell his Wants by? We fhould queſti- 
on whether that Beggar was not a Cheat, who could 
not tell his Caſe, without Reading of it out of his 


Book. If the Churches took due Care to ney 
able 
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able Miniſters, this Grievance would be laid afide : 
Or if it were left indifferent, as indifferent Things 
ſhould be, that rhoſe might uſe them, that could not pray 
without them ; Men would, for Shame, take up ano- 
ther Practice. The Forms of Prayer, and Books of 
Homilies, were both compos'd to help the (poor 
Tools of) Prieſts, at our firſt coming off from Po- 
pery ; For the Prieſts were ſo ignorant, that they 
could neither pray nor preach. But now, ſince in 
the Church, we have Men of more Learning and 
better Parts, why muſt they claim this Benefir of the 
Clergy ? And why muſt the Homilies be laid aſide, 
and not the Forms of Prayer ? 

Wr verily think, that thoſe who have the Help 
of the Spirit of God to preach, have his Help alſo 
to pray; but if they want the Spirit of Grace and Sup» 
plication, they are not fit to preach, 


Obj. 1. That Promiſe of the Help of the Spirit of 
God in Prayer, is to raiſe our Affection, and to draw 
out Grace to its Exerciſe in Prayer. 


Anſ. We allow it heartily ; but that is not all, 
nor the principal Thing intended : For the Pro- 
mile is concerning the Matter, as well as the Manner: 
The Apoſtle, Rom. viii.26. ſpeaking of Gop's fulfilling 
that Promiſe, Zech. xii. 10. doth not ſay, We know 
not bow to pray, but what to pray for. | 

Bur in tying up ourſelves to Forms, we ſhut out 
the Work of the Spirit, as to the Matter; and if we 
chus limit the Holy One of Iſrael, how can we promiſe 
ourſelves his Help in the other? In ſhort, This 


ſeems, to us, like offering with ſtrange Fire, Lev. x. 1. 


FT Obi. 2. The Way of Praying by Book, bath been of * 
ry long fanding in the Church, | 


eAnſw, BuT the Way that Diſſanters take in 


Prayer, hath been uſed Two Thouſand Ygars before 
Þ 2 ever 
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ever there was any Book in the World, and very pro- 
bable, many more Thouſands before it became a 
Cuſtom for Chriſtians to pray by Book. 


Obj. 3. But when we addreſs ourſelves to G o D we 
ſhould uſe the moſt decent Expreſſions. 


eAnſw: Ir is very true, we ſhould worſhip with 
R gverence and godly Fear: But it is the Heart, not 
fine Words, or elegant Expreſſions, that Gop looks 
at; if the Heart be upright with Gow in Prayer, 
and if it be done in Faith, Gop can, and will over- 
look an hundred Slips of the Tongue, and hear Pray- 
er, tho it be as Hezekjab's, Iſa. xxxviii, 14. like the 
chattering of a Crane or a Swallow. 


Obj. 4. Diſſenters are liable to vent falſe Doctriues by 
their Way of Praying. | 


Anſw. So may thoſe that keep ſtrictly to a Form; 
witneſs that daily Petition of the Church, Remem- 
ber not, Lord, the Offences of our Forefathers.” What 
is truly intended in it, we do not diſpute ; but it 
looks like Praying for the Dead. So does that Form 
favour of Error, inthe Order for Baptiſm, that places 
Pardon of Sin in Regeneration, inftead of the Merits of 
Chriſt, Of which, after. 


Obj. 5. Diſſenters Prayers are often incoherent: 


Anſw. So may Forms of Prayer be too. Take 
one Inſtance in their own Words : 

© Almighty and everlaſting God, who alone workeſt 
* great Marvels, ſend down upon our Biſhops and Curates, 
& Kc. thy Grace. Muſt we ſay, that it would be a 
great Marvel, if God ſhould ſend down his Grace on 
2 and Curates? Then where is the Coherence 
of rhac Prayer ? be! 


Obj. 
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Obj. 6. For want of 4 Form, Diſſenters Prayers are 
ſometimes very unintelligible, the People know not what 
they intend, by ſome of their Petitions. 


Anſw. SO may ſet Forms be too. Let their own 
Form be Witneſs: 

* Thoſe Things, which for our Unwort bine, we dare 
© t atk, and which for our Blindneſs, we cannot ack, 
S Upuchſafe to give ws, &c. with many others like it. 


Obj. 7. For Want of a Form of Prayer, Diſſenters are 
often guilty of many Tautologies, or Repetitions of the 


eAnſw. Nor half fo often as thoſe that uſe a Form: 
For they uſe the ſame Petition, ſix, eight, ten or 
twenty times over; this ſeems to croſs that Com- 
mand, Matth. vi. 7. When thou prayeſt, uſe not vain Re- 
petitions, as the Heathen do: For they think that they ſhall 
bo beard for their much ſpeaking. 1 Kings xviii. 26. 


Obj. 8. The Prayers of the Church were compos d by 
wiſe and learned Men, that better knew the Work and 
Nature of Prayer than we do. | 


Anſw. H o w great, or wiſe, or learned the Com- 
poſers were, we matter not; for tho' they were A- 
poſtles, or Angels of Gop, if they bring us any Rules 
of Faith or Prattice that have not the Stamp of rhe 
Wiſdom and Authority of Jes us CHRIS Tt upon them; 
we cannot, we dare not receive them. 

NEITUER Was there any Necd of theſe human 
Inventions, till the Spirit, Life and Power of Re- 
ligion was gone from the Romiſh Church, and then 
this Device was brought into the Church to ſerve in- 
ſtead thereof; And we uſe to ſay, A bad Sit, is 
better than none : But tis pity that the Reformed 
Churches ſhou'd dance after her Pipes. 


R t a» 
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Rzason III. 

Ws cannot join with the Church of England in 
their Order for Baptiſm. | | 

1. WE except againſt that Human Ordinance, 
Signing with the Croſs. | 

* Ir is ordered to be done, In token that hereafter 
ce they ſhall not be aſhamed to confeſs Chriſt crucified. ” 
And ſo they make the Croſs a Sacrament; for by 
their own Definition of a Sacrament, it is made an 
ce outward and viſible Sign of inward and ſpiritual Grace. 
We want a Warrant from the Word of Gopfor it, be- 


fore we can uſe it in Faith. It ſmells of the Veſſel 


whence it was drawn. And we wonder why this is 


not laid aſide, as well as Salt, Cream and Spittle, ſtill 


uſed in Baptiſm by the Papiſts. „ 

2. By the Form of Baptiſm in the Church of Eng- 
land, Parents are not ſuffer'd to Covenant with GOD 
for their own Children: But others muſt do it, tho 
they be Strangers, and may never ſee the Child a- 
gain: Nay, they muſt be other Perſons, tho' the 
Parents were gracious, and the Godfathers and God- 
mothers were wicked; and fo are more likely to 
neglect their Charge. 


Obj. Godfathers and Godmothers were in Uſe under the 
Law, as Witneſſes at Circumciſion. © 


Anſw. Bts1Dzs the Circumciſer, there were Two 
Perſons made uſe of ; a Woman, whoſe Work it was 
to carry the Child from the Mother to the Place of 
Circumciſion, and back again to the Mother ; and a 
Man to hold the Child in his Lap while it was cir- 
cumciſed ; but neither of them promiſed any Thing 
for the Child, as theſe now do. 

3. THE Godfathers and Godmothers are forc'd to 
promiſe what is in the Power of no Creature on Earth 
or in Heayen to perform, That the Child ſhall renounce 
the Devil and all his Works, and conſtantly believe a s 
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holy Word, and obediently keep all his Commandments, and 
Wall in the ſame all the Days of his Life. And when all 
this is done, it is what the moſt of rhem never mind, ei- 
ther for themſelves or the Child. Or, if they think 
of their Promifes, how dare they pur themſelves in 
the Place of Gop? ' whoſe Work it is alone, to 
change the Heart, and work Faith in it; and to 
cauſe Men to walk in his Statutes, and keep bis Command- 
ments, and do them, Ezek. xxxvi. 27. 

4. Wr ſee no Reaſon to believe, that every Child 
baptized with Water, is alfo regenerated by the 
fpecial Grace of Gor, as they expreſs in their Or- 
der for Baptiſm, in theſe Words ; 

We call upon Thee for this Infant, that he coming to 
Thy Holy Baptiſm, may receive Remiſſion of Sins, by 
Spiritual Regeneration. | 

Tus Word of Gop tells us, that Remiſſion of 
Sins is only by the Blood of J:svs Cnrrsr, not by 
Mater-Baptiſin, nor by Spiritual Regeneration. So that 
there is a double Error in this Form, and they them 
ſelves have prov'd both of them ready to our Hands, 
in the Order for the Communion ; where they have 
theſe words, In Remembrance of Chriſt's meritorious 
Croſs and Paſſion, whereby, alone, we obtain Remiſſion 
of Sins, and are made TPartakers of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. | | 

5. In the Order for Baptiſm they aſſert, That 
it is clear, from the Word of God, that Children bapti- 
zed, and dying in their Infancy, before they comm# actuat 
Sin, are undoubtedly ſawed. | 

Ir is not clear to us, nor can they ſhew it in all 
the Word of Gop. But Human Inventions com- 
monly favour of Human Intirmities. 


REASON IV. 


W cannot join with the Church of England in 
the Lord's Supper: 
1. BEcAUSBE they order every one to kneel at 


their receiving it. It is the Cuſtom of the Papiſts to 
of do 
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do ſo, and their Reaſon is, Becauſe: they believe 
that the Bread, after Conſecration, is the very Body 
of CHrisrT: But, if it be not ſo, it looks like Ido- 
latry to kneel before it. But becauſe this was not the 
Cuſtom of the Apoſtles, [| but Sitting, Matth. xxvi. 20, 
26.] and becauſe we are bid to abſtain from all: Ap- 
pearance of Evil ; therefore we reject it. ; 
3. Bzcavss they order the Sacrament to be ad- 
miniſtred to the Sick; and permit it to be done to 
two or three Perſons, when there is no Church pre- 
ſent. Becauſe this Ordinance ſhould be adminiſtred 
only in the Church ; and becauſe this Cuſtom ſprings 
from the ſame Ground with faying private Maſs in 
Houſes, and having no Warrant from the Word of 
God; therefore moſt of the Reformed Churches re- 
jected it, and therefore ſo do we. 
3. BExcavssx Perſons are allow'd to come to that 
holy Ordinance, to qualify themſelves for Places of 
Truſt or Profit. This is a horrid prophaning of a 
moſt ſacred Ordinance, that was never deſlign'd to 
ſerve inſtead of a Licenſe. 4 
4. BECAUSE they ordinarily admit any Perſon to 
that Ordinance that deſires it. And more; for they 
order the Miniſter to invite all to it, that are preſent 
at Hearing the Word, in this Manner: On ſuch 4 
| Day we are to adminiſter the Holy Cemmunion, unto which, 
in God's Behalf, I bid you all bere preſent. How this is 
| done in God's Behalf, we are at a Loſs, clll we find a 
, _ Warrant for it in the Word of Gov. 
| ARE all that come to Church fit to go to the Ta- 
ble of the LoxDo? Whether they are or not, it feems, 
they mult be all invited: It's manifeſt that many of 
them go thither, only for their Hire. And it's ma- 
nifeſt chat many of them are very unfit to go to 
that holy Ordinance : a 

1. BECAUSE they are deſtitute of ſaving Know- 
ledge and Faith, and are Strangers to true Repen- 
tance and ſpiritual Regeneration. Be ſure, ſuch can- 
not diſcern the Lord's Body ; but muſt eat and drink 

unworthily, 
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unworthily, tho' they ſay they are in Charity with 
all Men. 
2. Many of them live very wicked lives; ſwear 
and be drunt the ſame Night, and oft in the Week. 
To adminiſter the Holy Communion to ſuch, is 
fo 70 that which is holy to Dogs; which we are expreſs- 
ly forbid to do. Where Matters are thus manag'd, 
it can hardly be truly ſaid, © That the Sacraments 
* are duly adminiſtred according to CarisT's Ap- 
«© pointment, ” | 


REASON V. 


We diſſent from the Church of England, becauſe 


the Generality of the Prieſts diſſent from their old 
Doctrines, and the chief of the 7hirty-nine e Articles of 
Religion; as may be ſeen by comparing their Preach- 
ing and Writings now, with the Writings of their 
old godly Miniſters, in the Reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth, and the IXth, Xth, XIth, XIIIth, and XVIIth 
eArticles of the Church of England, and with the Nine 
Articles of Lambeth. Thus, they force us, either to 
diſſent from them, or from the old Doctrines : We 
chooſe to keep to the good old Way. And hence the 
Church of England, is bebolden to ws to keep their old 
Dactrines for them. Dr. Edward's Preacher. 


| Rzxason VI. 


Ws except againſt Two Chingy, eſpecially in the 
Order for the Burial of the Dead. 

I. © They thank God for taking them away: (Bad as 
well as Good: ) we dare not do this at the Burial of 

many ; becauſe we fear they die in their Sins, Stran- 
gers to Curisr, true Faith, and real Holineſs. As we 

ave no Warrant for ſuch an Univerſal Form, ſo none 
but an Enemy, or a covetous Legatee, will heartily 
lay, Amen. 

2. Nor can we ſay (as they do) of every One, 
(even the vileſt Wretches that they bury) That We 
i have ſure and certain Hope 4 their Reſurrection to eter- 


* nal 
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e nal Life: ” For we verily think we ſhould often 
ſpeak againſt our Conſciences, and the Perſuaſion of 
moſt that hear us. We believe the Doctrine of the 
Reſurrection; but do not believe that every One 
ſhall riſe to eternal Life, Day. xii. 2. Thoſe that 
believe the Doctrine of Purgatory, have much more 


Colour of Reaſon for their uſe of this Form than we: 


For the Papiſts hold, That tho” a Perſon may not be 
fir for eternal Life when he dies; yet he may be fit- 
ted for it after Death. This unſcriptural Doctrine 
the Church of England denies ; and yet ſhe teaches 
her Diſciples, That there is not one Soul goes to Hell, that 
hath the Good-luck to have Chriſtian Burial Cas they 
call it, that is, to have their Order for the Burial of 
the Dead, read over them.] How inconſiſtent is this 
with their other Work. os 


Reason VII. 


We withdraw from the Communion of the Church 
of England, becauſe we cannot allow of ſuch Officers 


in the Church, as Dioceſan, or Lord Biſhops. As 


they are Lords, we honour them as Officers of State; 
but not as Biſhops in the Church. | 
Wr own all faithful Paſtors of particular Congre- 


- gations to be ſcriptural Biſhops, and the Scriptures 


know no other. Our Lord Jesus Cuxlsr forbad it, 
Mark x. 42, 45. Ye know that they which are account- 
ed to rule over the Gentilts, exerciſe Lordſhip over them; 
and their great ones exerciſe eAuthority upon them, 
but ſo it ſnall not be among you ; but whoſoever will be 
great among you, ſhall be your «Miniſter ; and whoſoever 
among you will be the chiefeſt, ſhall be Servant of all, 8c. 
And as the Scriptures know no ſuch Office, ſo the 
firſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity knew no ſuch 
Office in the Churches. 
eAthan:ſius is ſaid to be Biſhop of Alexandria, 
(and a Biſhop he was) but not a Dioceſan Biſhop 
for he had no more Chriſtians in his Community 
than might meet in ene Place. We read of — 
| 0 
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of Biſhops in the Hiſtories of the Church, for above 
Three Hundred Years after CRISsITH: but none of 
them could be Dioceſan Biſhops ; becauſe many of 
them were not above ſix, ſome five, ſome four, ſome 
three, and ſome but two Miles one from another. 
— heſe were as near as our Pariſh-Miniſters are one to 
another. But, more than that, we read of T Bi- 


ſhops, in their Biſhopricks, in the ſame City, at the ſame 


Time ; not ſetting up in Oppoſition one to another, 
but by the Conſent of both, as well as of the People. 
Thus it was at Feruſalem, at eAntioch and Epheſus ; 
ſo that their Biſhops were but Presbyters, Elders or 
Paſtors of particular Congregations ; Such Biſhops 
we heartily own. 


- 


| Reason VIII. | 
Wes cannot 8 that the Biſhop or Patron 
ſhould impoſe a Paſtor upon any Pariſh, without 
the Conſent and Choice of the People: But are 
willing to uſe the Liberty which Go p hath given 
us; that is, for the People to chooſe their own 
Paſtor. *© The fulleſt Words that the Greek Au- 
ve thors. uſe for all the Parts of Election; as, to 
*© propoſe, to name, to chooſe, to decree, are (in 
Church Hiſtory) apply'd to the People; fo that 
in the Primitive Church, the People did propoſe, 
name, ele& and decree, as well as the Clergy ; 
and tho* the Presbyters had more Skill to judge, 
yet the People had as much Right to chocle their 
own Paſtors. *? 
Tnus, a Thouſand Years after Cuxisr's Aſcen- 
ſion, the Council of Nice decreed, That if any 
* Biſhop deceaſe, any other, reconcil'd to the 
Church, may be admitted, provided they be 
* worthy, and the People do chooſe them.“ Should 
any one Man engroſs to himſelf, and his Heirs, the 
Power to impoſe upon every Woman in the Pariſh, 
ſuch a Husband as he, or they think fir, ic would be 
counted an intolerable Impoſition; We look on this 
C3 Cuitom 
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Cuſtom of impoſing a Paſtor upon a Church, with- 


out the People's Choice and Conſent, to have a very 
near Reſemblance to it. 


REASsON IX. 
W xz diſſent from the Church of England; becauſe 


we think it wants Godly Diſcipline : This {2s to- one 


articular Branch] the Church confeſſeth every 
ear; and this Confeflion hath been a Form to 


them theſe Hundred Years, without alteration. It 


hardly looks like Sincerity, but there it ftands unal- 


rered ; 
1. Fox a Witneſs againſt themſelves, that have 
Power to alter it, and do not. | 
2. Fox the Juſtification of thoſe who diſſent from 
them, becauſe it wants Godly Diſcipline. 
Some Diſcipline they have, but, if you 


will believe them, they want Godly Diſcipline ; for 


all the Diſcipline they have, ſeems to be more 


to get Money, than to bring Sinners to Repen- 


tance. 
Ir any Perſon commit a Fault, that is worthy of 


Excommunication, it is not in the Power of any 
Pariſh Miniſter, with all his Congregation, to Ex- 
communicate that Offender; but this muſt be 
done by Lay-men ; tho*, I confeſs, it is done in 
the Biſhop's Name, yet theſe Laymen do as 
_ pleaſe. - Of this Matter, a Biſhop of their own 
aith, 

* Tax Church would be more ſecure, and more 
e unexceptionable, if the Adminiſtration of her 
** Diſcipline was put into other Hands, and in a 
better Method. Biſhop Burnet. | 

Tux RE, little Crimes are ſometimes puniſhed 


- heavily, as not wearing of the Surplice ; and great 


ones come off lightly, or, it may be, are never en- 


quired into, or are winked at; as the Parſon, or 


Curate's being Drunk two or three times a Week, or 


Swearing at every other Sentence ; it is as the Lay- 
men 
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men pleaſe. Whether, there, e Money will anſwer all 
big,, we ſhall not enquire ; but, be ſure, it will 
anſwer the Place of Repentance; for when the 
Money is paid, the Offender is, again, a good 
Church-Member. 

Ir any Man, Proſecuted in the Biſhop's Court, 
gives any Signs of Repentance, why is he not 
reftor'd to his Place without Money? Why do 
they make a Gain of their Brother's Sins? And, 
if he does not give ny Ig of Repentance, how 
comes his Money to anſwer the Place of Repen- 


tance ? | 

Is Money will admit Perſons into the Communi- 
on of the Church of England, we hope it never ſhall 
into our Churches: If ſuch an Offender ſhou'd 
offer his Money to us, on ſuch an Account, we 
ſhould think St. Peter's Anſwer to Simon Magus, did, 
in ſome ſort belong to him, Thy Money periſh 
« with thee ; becauſe thou thoughteſt the Gift of 
« Gop might be purchaſed with Money, thy Heart 
© 15 not upright with Go»; thou art in the Gall of 
« Bicterneſs, and Bond of Iniquity. 


Rzeason X. 


We leave the Communion of the Church of 
England, becauſe it hath often ſhewn a Perſecuting 
Spirit in it. We never Read that the Church of 
Cnr1sT did Perſecute others; but Jeſus Chriſt told 
his Diſciples they muſt expect it. They that live God- 
ly in CurisT ' fo us muſt ſuffer Perſecution. This 
hath been juſt Matter of Offence to us, that Diſſen- 
ters, that live Honeſtly, Quietly, Soberly and 
Godly among them, have ſuffer'd much from the 
Church of England by Fines and Impriſonments, 
and have been hated; at the ſame time that 
Swearers, Drunkards, &. have been free from 
Trouble, and ſpoken kindly to, provided they 
did but own themſelves to be of the Church of 
England. 


Obj. 
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Obj. Dissxxrzxs may thank tbemſel ve for their 
own Stubborneſs, for the Ceremonies are but indifferent 


Things. 


* 


Anſ. Wu r then do they not leave them indiffe- 
rent; i. e. whether Men will uſe them or not? Why 


do they make them Terms, not only of Communion, 
but of Salvation; for they tell us, That Schi/m, on 


this Account, i a damning Sin, as much as Murder or 


Adultery. It is ſtrange to us, how it ſhould be as 
dangerous to break the Laws of «May, as it is to 
break the Laws of Gop. But this is a real Truth, 
That many warm Churchmen are more careful to 


avoid the Worſhip of Diſſenters, than they are to 


avoid the Sins of Murder or Adultery. If they are 


indifferent Things to them, why do they offend our 
Conlciences, in thruſting them upon us, who can- 
not think them ſo. This is far from that Chriſtian 
Spirit, 1 Cor. viii. 13. 1ill eat no Fleſh while the World 
ſtandeth, leſt I make my Brother to offend. — 


Tur which Miniſters deliver to the Churches, | 


they muſt, firſt, receive of the Lord, 1 Cor. xi. 23. I have 
received of the Lord, | that is, of the Lord Jesus Cukisr, 
not the Lord Biſhop ] that which I delivered unto you. 
PRINCES are very jealous of their Soveraign 
Rights and Privileges ; and we believe, the Lord I x- 
sus CuR1sT is ſo of his; and that whatſoever Shew 
of Decency human Inventions may make to the Eyes 
of carnal Perſons, ſuch officious Intruders, will one 


Day, hear Him ſay, Who hath required theſe Things at 


your Hands? 0 

EsPpECIAI ITI, when by ſuch human Ceremonies 
they keep many a Child of Go p out of the Church, 
tho' we and they too, have an expreſs Charge, not 


to have any thing to do with ſuch Things, Gal. v. 1. 


Stand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us 


free, and be not entangled again with the Yoke of Bon- 
dage. 


Ir 


| 
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Iz Gov hath taken off the Yoke of Jewiſh Cere- 
monies, He never intended that Men ſhould invent 
new ones, which tend to Superſtition. : 

W = believe that a Serpent of Braſs, when it hath 
the Stamp of Go p' Authority on it, is better than 
a golden Calf of Mens Invention; the one heals, the 
other hurts. | * 


EEC 
PART II. 


Containing Six Reaſons why Diſſenters are not, nor 
can be guilty of Schiſm, in 1 ſeparating 
from the Church of England. | 


The Word Scurs u is uſed, 


IF OR Breach of Union in the Church; thus, 
TE thoſe that abide in the Church, may be puil- 
LES ty of Schiſm, more than thoſe that peacea- 

bly leave it; while they thag remain in it, 
make Diviſions and Parties, differingy about Doc- 

trines, &e. this is Schiſm in the Body, 1 Cor. xii. 25. 

IL Ir is uſed for any cauſelef Separation from a 

Church; a peaceable Departure from any\ Church, is 

not Schiſm ; or when there is juſt Cauſe for leaving 

its Communion. 

Bur my preſent Buſineſs is to prove, That even 
in the Senſe of the Church, Diſſenters are not guilty 
of Schiſm ; notwithſtanding their Noiſe about it. 


- Rrason I. 


THe greateſt Part of the Body of Diſſenters, now 
living, never were Members of the Church of England ; 
they never broke off from it; and therefore are not 
guilty of Schiſm. 


Obj. But they were born in England, and the Church 
of England js a National Church. 
” eAnſw. 
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eAz(w. Tar Church of Cunts r was not fo ; for 
we read of Seven Churches in the Leſſer Aſia, Rev. 
i. 4. And of the Churches of Judea, which was once a 
National Church, Gal. i. 22. | 
Iz our being born in England, makes us Church- 
Members, then, in order to any One's Admiſſion to 
the Lord's-Supper, it need not be ask'd, Have you 
Faith, &c. but, Where were you born? 


Obj. But ſome of you gave your Conſent to be e Members 
of the Church of and, | 


eAnſw. Ir is true; and ſo we were Members in- 

deed; but better underſtanding the Doctrines and 

Diſcipline of Cunxisr's Church, and Chriſtian Liber- 

, we have made no unlawful Rent in the Church, 

but have peaceably joyn'd ourſelves to otherChurch- 

es, where we are better ſatisfy'd, as St. Paul, Gal. i. 
13, 14, 15, 16. by his own Example has taught us. 


REASON II. 


Ir the Spirit of Go is, in great Meaſure, depart- 
ed from any Church, then we may diſſent from it, 
without being guilty of Schiſm; for Schiſm is a cauſe- 
leſs Separation from any Church : But if this be 
true, our Separation is not cauſeleſs. 


Queſt. But how ſhall we judge of this Matter? 


Anſw. 1. Ir there be no Converſion-Work in the 
Church, then the Spirit of Go is withdrawn from 
it : Glorious Things have been ſpoken of that City of God, 
that many have been born in her. But now ſome of the | 
. beſt Miniſters in the Church have confeſs'd, that af- 
ter Forty Years Preaching in their Pariſh, they know 
not of one Soul converted in all that Time. If there 
be no Moving of the Waters, in vain do Souls look 
and wait for Healing at ſuch a Pool. 
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Ir the Generality, both of Miniſters and People, 
hold no ſuch Doctrine, and look for no ſuch Thing 
as ſpiritual Regeneration, or being born again, after 
Baptiſm (in Infancy) by the Spirit of Gap, chrough 
the Ward ; or if moſt 1gok on this Doctrine, as Preſ< 
byterian:Cant, We conclude, ſuch are Strangers to 
any Experience of the Thing; [for they are Stran- 
ges to the plain 11. CurlsrT, fobn 
Ui. 3, 5.] and that therefore we have ſufficient Rea- 
to attend on the Miniſtry, where the Doctrine 
of the New-Birgh is preach'd; and where the Truth 
is experienc'd, and where Miniſters can tell con- 
vinced Souls what they ſhould do to be ſaved, 

2. Ir there be little ot no comforting Preſence of 
the Spirit of Gop there, then our Separation is 
not cauſeleſs; and therefore it is not a Schiſm. Some 
have ſaid, That a Bottle of Wine, or a Doſe of pro- 
per A or 2 Tune on the Organs, would do as 
much for dejected Souls, as Diſſenters pretend to 
meet with, of Comfort, in their Worſhip ; ſo little 
do many of them underſtand bow it that Gon ma- 
nifeſts Himſelf to bis own, as He doth not to the World, 
John xiv. 22. Therefore we chooſe to attend on the 
Miniſtry of ſuch as have more fpicicual Experience, 
who may be able to ſpeak 4 Word in Seaſon to our wea> 
x3 Souls. 


Rzason III. 


Ir in any Church there be but little real Holineſs, 
or but little of the Power of Religion and Godlineſs, 
or but little more than a Name to live, we may 
leave the Communion of any ſuch Church, without 
being guiltytof Schiſm; 2 Tim. iii. 5. Having the Form 
of Godlinef, but denying the Power; from ſuch turn 
away. 2 Cor. vi. 17. Come out = among them. | 

In a large Pariſh, ſome of their own Members 
have confeſs d, That they could not find five Per- 
*© ſons in their Community, of whom they were 


5 perſuaded they were Believers, or real Chriſtians; 
_ D * ſuch 
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ce ſuch as ſhew'd an Hatred of Sin, and Love to 
© Holineſs. ” What Communion can a ferious 
Chriſtian have with ſuch a Church ? 

Ir a Gardiner grows more fond and careful of 
Weeds than he is of uſeful Plants and Herbs, it 
is high time to ſeek another Garden, or another 
Gardiner. | 

Ir Miniſters preach rly, and Miniſters and 
People generally live looſly, vainly and prophanely, 
(like Atheiſts) for our Souls Sake, we ſhould ga 
where there is better Preaching, and better living, 
according to the glorious Goſpel ; and where the Form 
of Godlineſs, doth not go without the Power, and 
where a miſguided Zeal for little, or indifferent Things, 
does not eat out the Vitals of real Religion. 

Wr can fafely ſpeak it to Gop, as well as to Men, 
This is one great End of our Diſſenting from the 
Church of England; after we had ſtay d in it Twenty, 
ſome Thirty, ſome Forty Years. 


RRASON IV. 


Ir any Church impoſe on its Members, either that 
which is really ſinful, or is thought to be ſo; this 
will juſtify any Perſon, in his peaceable leaving the 
Communion of that Church. 

T RIS was the Ground of the Church of Englands 
Separation from the Church of Rome. Dr. Ham- 
mond. And this is the Ground of Diſſenters Se para- 
tion from the Church of England. And their Prac- 
tice is juſtify'd by that great Man, in the Communi- 
on of the Church of England, Dr. Stilling fleet, Iren. p. 
199. his Words are theſe: “ When a Church re- 
** quires unneceſſary Conditions of Communion ; then 
* that Church muſt take on itſelf the Charge of 
« Schiſm. Let Men turn and wind themſelves which 
Way they will; by the very ſame Arguments, that 
* any will prove Separation from the Church of 
Rome to be lawful, becauſe ſhe requires unlaw- 
ful Things, as Conditions of her Communion ; 
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© it will be prov'd lawful, not to conform to any 
«© ſuſpeted or unlawful Practice, requir'd by any 
© Church Government, upon the ſame Terms; if 
* the Thing ſo requir'd be, by a ſerious and ſober 
* Enquiry, judg'd unwarrantable, by a Man's own 
* Conſcience.” In another Place, the ſame Au- 
thor hath theſe Words : | 

Tus Duties CRRIsT requir'd of his Diſciples, 
* were none but ſuch as were neceſſary; He that 
% came to take away the inſupportable Yoke of 
© Jewiſh Ceremonies, certainly did never intend to 
. gal the Necks of his Diſciples with another in- 
* ſtead of it. And it would be ſtrange, chat the 
Church ſhould require more than Cur 1sT him- 
© ſelf did, and make other Conditions of her Com- 
**© munion than our Savio vn did of Diſcipleſhip. 
What poſlible Reaſon can be given, why ſuch 
* Things ſhould not be ſufficient for Communion 
with a Church, which are ſufficient for Salvation? 
* Was there ever more true and cordial Love in the 
Churches, than in the Times of the Apoltles ? 
And yet they made no ſuch Terms of Communi- 
* on. How will they anſwer it at the great Day, 
for keeping Men out of their Communion, by 
* ſuch Things, as they call indifferent? Will the 
* Lord JESUS CARISsI thank them for their Pre- 
** tence of Decency and Order, when thereby they keep 
many out of their Church, whom the Lord Jes us 
* Cur1sr will admit into Heaven? So far that 
Learned Biſhop. 

Tus Charge of Jesvs CuRIsT to his Diſci- 
ples, is, Go, teach them to obſerve all Things, whatſo- 
ever I have commanded you. And to ſuch a Practice, 
and to no other, He hath affix'd the Promiſe of 
his Preſence wich his Miniſters, and his Churches, 
Matth. xxviii. 20. Lo, I am with you, always, to the 
End of the Warld, 
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| 14 RBASON. V. _=_ 522 ” Was 
Ir any Church, by virtue of Human Laws, with⸗ 
out any Warrant from the Word of Gop, caſt 
out of their Communion ſuch as held no falſe 
Doctrines, nor were © guilty of any evil Practices, 
then that Church muſt take on itſelf the Charge 
of Schiſm. EN. 
This vas the very Foundation of our Father's 
diſſenting from the Church of Eng land, when in the 
Year 1662. ſhe {by the ſame Spirit with thoſe Men, 
Dan. vi. 5.] caſt out about two Thoufand Godl) 
Miniſters, purely becauſe they could not Sin again 
Cunisr and their own Conſciences, in bringing in- 
to the Churches unneceſſary Ceremonies. And 
herein it plainly appears, that the Schiſm is juſtly 
chargeable on the Church (not on them that were 
caſt out) becauſe that Act was made on purpoſe to 
caſt them out; for ſome of the Actors ſaid, before 
that day came, That they were afraid the Presbyterians 
would continue in the Church, | 
Bur if they would not let theſe Godly Miniſters 
preach in the Churches any longer, it is ſtrange 
they could think, that they would ſhut their Mouths, 
and obey them rather than Gop : For Gov had 
given them a Commiſſion to preach and had ſeal'd 
it, I Cor. ix. 2. and no Command of Men could ac- 
quit them of their Awful Charge, x Cor. ix. 16. 
Neceſſity is laid upon me, and wo unto'me, if I preach 
not the Go/pel. | 
By theic very Men, Go'p hath perſwaded many 
of our Fathers to turn from Sin to Cur15srT; there- 
fore they choſe, rather co diſſent from the Church 
than from the Miniſtry of thoſe Godly Men; and 
the rather, becauſe they ſaw that moſt of their 
Places, in the Churches, were very poorly fill'd up, 
[| viz. by Ignorant or Scandalous Men.] And as 
our Fathers followed theſe Godly Men, in their 
aich and Converſation; ſo, wich Paternal and 
| Chriitian 


(29) 
Chriſtian Affection, they have charged many of 
ts to follow them, in their Docttines and holy 


e the Chitrch of England hath, unjuſtly, dri- 
ven us out; and then they uncharitably condemn 
us for Schiſm: It is plain that the Sin lies at their 
Door, and we muſt ſee ſome hopeful Signs of their 
Repentance, for that Sin, before they may expect 
us to return to their Communion, 


Reason VI. 


Ir ſuch as leave the Communion of the Church 
have a Lawful Diſmiſſion from the Church, they 
are not guilty of Schiſm. | 

TH#1s is the Cale of all Diſſenters in England, even 
of thoſe that once were of the Church of England. | 
This Diſmiſſion we have in the Act of Toleration, 
which is an Act of the King, who is own'd by 
themſelves to be the Head of the Church, over all Per- 
ſons, and in all Cauſes, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil: 
Therefore it is too bold and daring for Men, thac 
call themſelves Loyalifs, and eſpecially for Paſſive 
Obedience Profeſſors, to charge Diſſenters with Schiſm, 
as long as that Act is in Force. | 
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Some common Ob jections, brought by Church-men 4- 
gainſt Diſſenters, Anſwer'd. 


— 
. 


UR, Church 4s of older ſtanding 


than yours. 


Obj. 3 


cc 


Anſjv. Axp the Church of Rome 


is older than yours; ſor we read that the My- 


ſtery of Iniquicy began to work in the Apoſtles 
Time, 
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Time, 2 Theſſ. ii. 7. If there was any Thing in this 
Argument, you and we muſt both turn Papiſts, We 
are bid to enquire after the good old Way, Jer. vi. 16. but 
it muſt be good as well as old, elſe we muſt not walk 
in it. | 708 

Ano yet, if our Diſſenting Churches agree with 
Apoſtolical Doctrines, and Rules of divine Worſhip, 
and godly Diſcipline, better than yours, then our 
Churches gre, truly older than yours, To decide 
this Matter, we are heartily willing to ſtand the 
Tryal of the Scriptures, and of the Fathers, for the 
firſt Three Hundred Years after the Aſcenſion of 
CGHEIST, 


Obj. 2. The Church of England is efabliſhed by 


Law, your Churches are not. 


Anſw. And yet we do not cry out, That our Church 
3s in Danger; for we know it is founded upon the 
Rock of Ages. Matth. xvi. 18. Upon this Rock I will 
. Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 

ainſt it. | | 
* We conclude from hence, That the Church, 
which is often i» Danger, cannot be the Church of 
CurisrT ; or that Church which is built on ChRisr 
the Rock. | 

Tux Laws of our Land favour us more than the 
Laws did Jeſas Chrift and his Apoſtles; for thus they 
argue againſt Chrif, We have a Law, and by our Law 
be ought to die, John x. 7. Thanks be to Gop, our 
Churches are eſtabliſh'd by the Laws of Heaven: 
And yet as we hold to the moſt and beſt of the Thir- 
ty · nine Articles, which were eſtabliſh'd by Law, ſo 
our Doctrines, if not our Churches, are eſtabliſh'd by 
Law. But ſuppoſe they are not eſtabliſh'd by hu- 
man Law, their Conſtitution is ſuch that they don'c 
need ſuch Eſtabliſhment, and that Church is in a 
poor Condition that does need it, 


Obj. 
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_ Obj. 3. Our Places of Worſhip are boly, yours are 
not ſo. 


Anſw. WE know no Difference of Places, now, 
ſince the Coming of Feſws Cbriſt, John iv. 21. Yours 
are holy, only as they are ſet a-part for Gov's 
Worſhip, and fo are ours. 

Bur if your Places of Divine Worſhip are holy, 
it's pity the Worſhippers themſelves are not more 
agreeable to their holy Places. The Place is Nothing 
to us; for we had rather hear Jeſ Cbriſt, and the 
pure Word of God, preach'd in a thatch'd Houſe, than 
a learned Oration in a ſtately Cathedral, where Faith 
in Cyz1sr, and the Neceflity of the New-Birth, and 
the Power of the Spirit of Go p with the Word in 
order thereto, ſhould be ſeldom heard of, 

We can hear the Word, as the Diſciples did ] s- 
sus CARIs r, on a Mountain, or out of a Ship, or 
in an Houſe, or in a Barn. (Gop once choſe a 
Threſhing-Floor to raiſe the Temple from, 2 Chron. 
iii. 1. and ſo He hath ſince raisd many a Goſpel- 
Church, from the pure and powerful Preaching the 
Goſpel in ſuch a Place, ſeparating the Chaff from 
_— _ and making his Word Bread of Life to 

I's we can but hear of CMRISs H and his Salvation, 
we matter not in what Place; let it be at Epbrata, or 


the Fields of the Word, Pſal. cxxxii. 6. And ſo can 


others ſometimes, when they pleaſe, out of a Mar- 
ket-Croſs, or under a Tree, or in a Ship, or in the 
open Field, which are not holy in their own Senſe. 


Obj. 4. Do you, Diſſenters, think you are in the Right 
and all our Learned biſhops and Dottors in the Wrong ? 
We have both the greatefi Men, and the greate#} Num- 


bers on our Side, 


Anſw. 
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-Auſw. WE own it; and ſo had the Jeu, in the 
Apoſtles Time; and ſo had the Papiſis at the Ra- 
FORMATION; Rev. Xiii. 3. The whole World won- 
dred after the Beaft. We wonder not to hear the old 
Cry, Have any of the Rulers, or of the Phariſees belie vad 
on Him ? What if they do not, will it follow that we 
muſt not believe? It may be, they are not to be Called 
effectually; for it is ſaid, x Cor. i. 26. Nr ſee your Cal- 
ling, Bretbren, how that not many wiſe Men after the 
Fleſh, not many Mighty, not many Noble are called: But 
the Fooliſh, the Weak, the Baſe, and the Defpiſed, that 
God might confound the Wiſe and the Mighty. Little did 
the Chief Prieſts, Scribes and Phariſees, with the 
Body of the Jewiſh Nation, think, that a few mean 
Diflenters from the National Worſhip were in the 
Right, and all they in the Wrong : They were ſo 
far from that Thought, that they counted them ig- 
norant, deluded and curſed : This People that know not 
the Law are curſed. If Cur 1s Ts Diſciples were to 
go in the Way that the Moſt, or the Greateſt go, they 
might have no Croſs to take up, which Carisr's Fol- 
lowers are ſure to meet with. 1 | 
Wen the Spirit of Gop would ſhew us how Few 
they are, that bear witneſs to the Truths of CuRisr, 
he calls them Two Witneſſes, Rev. xi. 9. to teach us, 
not to chooſe our Religion by eMultitudes, or reject 
Doctrines, becauſe Few believe them; for that may 
be the Right Way which Few find, Matth. vii. 13. and 
Fewer care to walk in, when they know it. 
Wx think they have little Reaſon zo boa#t of their 
Multitudes, but rather to bluſh for their vain Con- 
verſation ; for Multitudes of graceleſs Profeſſors, do 
but diſgrace any Profeſſion, and keep ſerious Chri- 


ſtians out of their Communion. 


Obj. 5. Diſſenters want Unity in their Churches, 
they are of ſo many Opinions, that there x« 0 End of 


them. 
Anf! — 
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Anſw. W could wiſh, it might be truly ſaid of 
all that believe, among Diſſenters, as was ſaid of 
the Primitive Chriſtians, That the Multicude of 
them were all of one Heart, and one Soul, Acts iv. 32. 
However, if a little after that, St. Paul and Barnabas 
fall our, we ſhall not condemn their Doctrines, or be 
afraid of their Way: For it was the Way of God, 
tho' they ſtumbled in it. 

And truly the Church hath little more Reaſon to 
boaſt of Unity than we have: Witneſs the warm 
Diſputes and Diviſions in Convocation, and the 
wide Diviſions of High and Low-Church ; the Dif- 

ference in Doctrines, and Manner of Reading the 

Prayers ; ſome ſay all themſelves, others make the 
Clerk ſay half the Prayers; ſome are for Organs 
and Anthems, others diſlike them ; ſome bow at the 
Name Feſus, others diſlike it; ſome bow towards 
the Ea ſt, others diſapprove of the Practice, (as Hea- 
theniſh, or as one of Exzekie/'s Abominations, Ezek. 
viii. 16.) Some are for Kneeling at Baptiſm, others 
in the Church will not ſubmit to it; the moſt Ad- 
miniſter the Sacrament but Three Times a Year, 
others do it every Month, and ſome every Lord's 
Day. Some never read Prayers in the Church on 
Week-Days, others think they are bound to do it 
every Day, and others compound for Wedneſday and 
Friday. 

Ax p the Worſhip in the Cathedral differs very 
much from that in the Pariſh- Churches, 

TAI Mother hath her Singing Men and Boys, by 
the Dozens, in their Surplices; {this is all the Ho- 
lineſs that theſe Men have; as ſoon as they have 
done Acting here, they are alſo Actors in the Play- 
Houſes, ] the Daughters content themſelves with 
one Clerk a piece, and allow him no Surplige; tho', 
in Truth, they need ſuch an Emblem of Hulineſs as 
much as the others; for they are often Men of molt 
wicked Lives, The Mother Sing- her Prayers (as 

E | it 
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if ſhe was not in earneſt) the Daughters Read theirs, 
tho' formal enough. | 
Marx of the Church of England, themſelves, are 
even ſick to ſee and hear Cathedral Decency and 
Order. © But if all. the Charch of England were of 
© one Mind, Gop will one Day convince Men, 
© That the Unity of the Church lies more in the 
* Unity of Faith and Affection, than in the Unifor- 
« mity of doubiful Rites and Ceremonies : As faith 
their own Biſhop S:;lling fleer. 


Obj. 6. Tbe Church of England is more charitable 
than Diſſenting Churches are. | 


Anſw. Lt r every One ſpeak as they find, we 
know the Church hath ſhewn her Charity to ſome 
many Ways, as in her Forgiveneſs of Offences, tho” 
on the ſlighteſt Hints of Sorrow; and in ſettling li- 
beral Yearly Incomes on very undeſerving Perſons, 
both Clergy and Laity; this made an old Doctor 
ſay, (while he was ſweeping the Money into the 
Bag) © Well, our /Church is the beſt-conſtituted 
Church in the World. 

Tuo' ſome, whoſe Hearts are right with Gov, 
have higher Ends in joyning with the Church, yer 
many cry up the Church, for no other End than 
the Craftſmen did Diana, leſt their Gain ſhould be 
loſt. From ſuch Money-changers, the Church needs 
to be purg'd, as JES VS CHRIST did the Temple, 
with a Scourge of Cords. 

Nonz make ſo much Noiſe of the Church, as 
thoſe that ſeldome come there, or if they do, are 
the greateſt Diſgrace to it; ſuch as have little to 
ſay for Religion, and who practiſe leſs than they 
- 1 Unleſs we allow theſe to be Acts of Re- 

igion, 

i. Tui Drinking Healths to the Church, as 
if ſhe was always in a ſickly Condition. 


2. THEIR 
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2. Taz1n For-ſwearing themſelves at Elections, 
under Pretence of Upholding the Church. What, is 
the Church in ſuch a poor Plight as to need the 
Forces of Hell to relieve it? But, O Shame! That 
any of the Clergy ſhou'd do ſo ! Well, it ſeems, Diſ- 
ſenters are Uncharitable, and yet, I never heard of 
any one Diſlenter, in my Life, that wiſh'd or drank 
the Damnation of the Church-Men: But have heard 
Parſons, as well as others, drink the Diflenters Dams - 
nation. (Cold Charity!) Neither is Mat any nota- 
ble Piece of the Church's Charity, that will not part 
with a few indifferent Things, tho? it were to fave the 
Diſſenters from Damnation. Not to ſay any thing 
of the heavy Fines and Impriſonments, whereb 
they have perſecuted many Thouſands of godly Diſ- 
ſenters to their Graves, and their Families to ex- 
tream Poverty. | 

I's any, among us, tranſgreſs Goſpel-Rules, we 
rebuke and exhort ; and if they deſetve it, we caſt 
them out of the Church; and if they give Evidence 
of Repentance, we are ready to take them in again 
with Joy. | 

Bu r we cannot believe that a Man is ſorry for 
his Sin of Drunkenneſs, when he continues to prac- 
tiſe it ; or that a Man is ſorry for his Sins, on 
the Lord's-Day, that returns to them all the Week: 
We think we have no Warrant ſor ſuch large 


Charity. 


CONCLUSITIO Ne 


| Ir the Church of England, would but remove theſe 

Cauſes of Offence, they ſhould ſoon ſee that we 
and our People would return to their Communion 
provided they deſire it (which we greatly queſtion. 
But till then, we rake the Liberty, by Law, allow'd 
us; that is, Peaceably to withdraw ourſelves from 
their Communion ; and therein to take up our 
Croſs, and follow the Lord Jesvs Cunisr; being 


willing 
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© willing to ſubmit to Poverty, Diſgrace and Con- 
© - T26mpe, in the, World, rather, than ſin againſt Gods 
x gad our Conſcienges; and betray the Honour that 
due alone to our Lord JzsUs CHRIST, into th 


Hands of Men, with a Kiſs and Complement of 
Hail e Maſters, We do not diſturb the Church of 
gland in their, Worſhip; we do not call their 
Members to come to us; or if any of our common 
Hearers go to the Church, and abide there, we 
dg not invitè them back. And if, after all this, 
they will condemn us, let us comfort ourſelves, 
* That Gor is wick us, bleſſing our Miniſtry, for 
Comfort and 
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Sinners Converſion , and Believe 
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A PINDICATION of the DISSENTERS: In 
F Anſwer to Dr. William Nichols's Defence of the Doctrine, 
And Diſcipline of the Church of Eagland: In Three Parts. 
g The I. Containing, an Hiſtorical Account of the Controver- 
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2 and the Perſecutions which the Diſſenters have ſuffer'd, 
from the Beginning of the Reformation, &c. The II 1 
to Matters of Voctrine; as popiſh Errors, and the Doctrine 
Paſſive Obedience, and Non- reſiſtance, &c. The III: Being 
2 Syſtem of the whole Concroverſy; upon the following Heads: 
1. Biſhops; 2. Deans and Chapters; 3. Cathedral Worſhip; 
4. Forms of Prayer; The Crofs in Baptiſm; 6. Godfathers, 
end Godmothers ; 4. Confirmation; 8. The Surplice; 9. The 
King in Marriage; 10. Kneeling at the Sacrament; 11. Holy. © 
Days; 12. Bowing at the Name of Jeſus, and toward the A. 
tar z 13. Reading the Apocrypha; 14. Homilies; 15. The 
Faults in the Liturgy; 16. The Diſcipline of the Church 6F 
England. Written firſt in Latin, and now trenflated into En- 
lin, with large Additions, By Mr. FJ AMES PEIRGS. 
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